
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

This newsletter features highlights from Bedford's business world, 
gives you a sneak preview of upcoming events and contains important 
snippets of information for local businesses. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Defence Growth Partnership Innovation 

Challenge Winners 

Huge congratulations to Bedford i-lab tenant 

Muretex who have been selected as one of the 

twenty winners of the prestigious DGP Innovation 

Challenge, which was launched in March to 

encourage the development of innovative defence 

products. Some 20 projects were chosen from over 

100 proposals in the area of immersive mission 

training to help our armed forces prepare for 

operations.  

  

www.muretex.co.uk and www.bedfordi-lab.com 

 

  

 

Charles Wells announces Board changes 

Charles Wells has announced changes in 

responsibility at Board level in the next stage of its 

reintegration of the brewing and pubs 

businesses.  After 17 years as CEO, and latterly 

chairman, Paul Wells’ role is to be split and he will 

become chairman for Charles Wells Ltd, the Bedford 

based brewer and pub operator.  Justin Phillimore, 

currently the managing director of the brewing and 

brands division will become chief executive of 

Charles Wells. www.charleswells.co.uk 
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http://bedfordi-lab.com/
http://www.charleswells.co.uk/
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Royal Opening for Borders to Edinburgh 

Railway 

In January 2015, Bedford company Urban Graphics 

won a national tender to deliver an inward 

investment strategy, involving promotional and 

marketing collateral for the Scottish Borders 

Railway. The project is now complete and the line 

was officially opened by the Queen on the 9th of 

September, the day that she became the country's 

longest-reigning monarch.  

www.urban-graphics.co.uk 

 

 

 

Permission granted for 2.2million sq ft logistics 

hub at Wixams 

Planning permission was recently granted to site 

owners, Gallagher Estates, on the northern 

expansion portion of the site for 2.2m sq ft of 

business space. The site is directly on the A6, within 

a few minutes drive of the A421 and less than 10 

minutes from the A1 or M1.  

With logistics being an ever growing sector in the 

South East Midlands and sites allocated for such 

uses in other locations being limited, this permission 

gives Wixams and Bedford an opportunity to exploit 

and attract end users. 

 

 

 

Bedford…The Perfect Setting 

Bedford Borough Council attended MIPIM UK, the 

UK’s largest exhibition and conference for property 

professionals in October. It provided a market place 

for the Council to meet UK players and international 

investors to discuss projects and opportunities and 

do business. Watch this space for news on 

developments… www.investinbedford.com 

  

 

  

 

£535,000 of European Funding launched to support rural 

businesses across the South East Midland 

Grants are available to support projects that focus on small scale 

tourism infrastructure. Micro, small and medium-sized rural 

businesses and community groups based in the rural areas of 

SEMLEP are invited to apply (intervention rate of 40%). 

Applications will be prioritised for projects which create new jobs, 

increase the number of day and overnight visitors and increase visitor 

spend. The deadline for applications is 27th November 2015.  

www.semlep.com/european-funding-2014-2020/?/  
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Move to Bedford 

The Economic Development team have put together a ‘Move 

to Bedford’  guide to help local businesses with their 

recruitment by showcasing the Borough.  One brochure is 

aimed at professionals whilst the other is aimed at graduates 

and newly qualified people. If you are interested in having a 

copy, please email Justine.ives@bedford.gov.uk 

 

  

 

Stay well this winter 

The flu vaccine is available FREE to people aged 65 

years and over, those aged six months to 65 years 

with a serious medical condition, pregnant women, all 

two, three and four year olds, all children of school 

years 1 and 2, anyone in long stay residential care or 

residential homes and unpaid carers. 

Contact your GP or local pharmacy to get your jab, or 

to find out more, click here. 

 

 

 
 

• Business premises & site search facility 

• Personalised support for investments & relocations 

• Council ‘Open for Business’ events & visits 

• Regular news & information updates 

• Economic intelligence 

  

Follow us on twitter (click on the link in the footer below). We look forward to speaking to 

you soon! 
 

 

Invest in Bedford Borough 
c/o Economic Development 

Borough Hall, Cauldwell Street 

Bedford MK42 9AP 

Tel: +44 (0)1234 276254                 website: www.investinbedford.com 
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